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Message from the President 

As 2017 comes to a close, we have 
so much to be proud of! In Botswana, 
our flagship program, ‘Pride in Our 

Prides’, has taken major strides to 
protecting lions and reducing conflict. 
We have reduced lion killing from 

50% of the known population in 
2013 to 3% this year (read the story 
of the cub on page 3). We have identi-

fied 13 lion social groups totaling over 
70 individuals. These social groups 
are not set in stone, however, and 

new male coalitions have caused a bit of social turmoil in the floodplains. We are mon-
itoring all the drama to understand the challenges these lions face living at the edge of 
a protected area.  As the lion population increases, so does the conflict and because 

of our work with the communities tolerance for living with lions has increased. Howev-
er, with high rates on conflict, we can not expect people to absorb these losses with-
out taking action. We constructed our 20th lion-proof livestock enclosure this year 

and we have not recorded a single loss in any of them! Livestock are most often 
attacked when roaming the floodplains unattended. We have been following the move-
ments of cattle using satellite trackers to determine where they go and to our surprise 

(and the surprise of many of the owners) the livestock venture miles and miles into lion 
territory. What is not surprising is that lions are killing so many. We sought to address 
this issue by empowering traditional herders in Beetsha Village through the first ever 

Herder Training Course in Botswana. We partnered with the African Centre for Ho-
listic Management to facilitate the course and share their knowledge of environmental 
literacy, efficient grazing practices and livestock protection against predators and dis-

ease. The participants were truly engaged throughout! Read more about it on page 2.  

Our leopard work ranges once again from the ancient world to contemporary, interna-
tional collaborations for protection. Colleagues studying ancient Egyptian Apotropaic 
Wands, asked us to identify the cats on the handle. Read about our interpretations 

and their meanings on page 4. Leopards and Lions received greater protections at 
the Convention for Migratory Species. I was honored to have my statement read 

at the meeting in Manila, Philippines in support of strengthening international 
cooperation to conserve these species. Lastly, I was asked to share our story at 
the Cat Conservation Summit during the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival.  While 

sitting on a panel of international experts, I spoke about our approach to conflict and 
coexistence for conserving lions and empowering communities. We received exciting 
feedback that will lead to meaningful collaborations. As we look ahead to 2018, there 

are many initiatives that we are excited about- streamlining our early-warning system 
for the communities, analyzing and writing up our results on our community initiatives, 
contributing to international efforts to conserve leopards and starting our pilot study on 

wolf scent marking and conflict mitigation.  I am so proud of our 
team in Botswana, especially Dr. Florian Weise, Mathata ‘Pro’ 
Tomeletso and Chris Dimbindo. Their tireless efforts were re-

sponsible for our successful lion program and perfectly organized 
Herder Training Course.  Thank you supporters, we could not run 
our programs without you! 

Stay sharp! 

Andrew Stein, PhD,                                                                  
Founder  and President of CLAWS Conservancy 

Newsletter November 2017 
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‘Pro’ Tomeletso with course participants 
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Herder Training Course 
The primary goal of Pride in Our Prides is to reduce conflict between 
communities and lions.  Our lion-proof livestock enclosures have se-
cured livestock through the night, but most of the livestock attacks occur 

when livestock are roaming the floodplains without the supervision of a 
herder.  Herding is part of the traditional pastoralist lifestyle that many of 
these communities lived before recent generations. As families moved 

their settlements for better grazing, it was the children that were the 
caretakers of the livstock. Now, however, the children attend school and 
the livestock owners often see herding as a low status position provid-

ing minimal pay for the job. With low status and low pay, the herders of 
today typically release the livestock from a traditional kraal in the morn-
ing and look for the livestock in the late afternoon. In between livestock 

are allowed to roam without guidance or protection into floodplains 
where lions and other predators frequent. This is a recipe for trouble.  
After many conversations with community leaders and livestock owners, 

we facilitated the first Livestock Herder Training Course ever to take 
place in Botswana with trainers from the African Centre for Holistic Man-
agement.  The object of the course was to resurrect the traditional 

herder through lectures and activities that explored eco-literacy, the 
process of reading the environment.  

Through these activities, the 20 participants learned about 

the impacts of overgrazing, desertification, water retention, 
livestock health and predator conflict mitigation. We had a 
range of ages from 20s to 80s and two women. A multi-

generational perspective was important.  From the outset 
we knew this was going to be a special course because two 
of the local chiefs were in attendance. They set the tone by 

asking good questions, taking notes and participating in all 
aspects of the course.  

By day two, the participants were showing up early. When our activity ran into lunch on day three, participants said “we can 
miss lunch, we are learning”!  By the end of the week, the participants were eager to start implementing what they had 

learned. Our colleague Dr. Richard Fynn, a rangeland ecologist from the University of Botswana, was in attendance and 
volunteered to guide the community in rotational grazing based on lessons from the course.  

During the final certificate ceremony, many of 
our participants expressed what this course 

meant to them. Keikantsemang said, “Before 
this course I did not think I could be a 

herder because I am a woman, now I know 
that woman can herd as well”. The head of 
the Village Development Council Moinga said, 

“Actually herders are the most important 
for the health of our environment”. Masiiwa 
Moruti, a community elder, said through a 

translator, “When I was asked to attend the 
course I was embarrassed because my 
English is not very good, but I learned so 

much. Thank you for inviting me”. As we 
took the final picture, we knew that this was 
the beginning of a new exciting initiative in 

Beetsha Village- for the villagers, their live-
stock, the environment and the lions! 
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Dr. Florian Weise, Total Tsheko, Chief Karundu and Elias Ncube 

Elias Ncube leading a field exercise 

All of the participants with their certificates 
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Dead Lion Cub Found 
On September 18th, we received a report that there 
was a dead lion in the river. Our team immediately 
mobilized to retrieve the body to do a complete 

necropsy to determine the cause of death and file a 
report to the Department of Wildlife.  When Dr. 

Florian Weise located the body floating in the river, 
he saw the there were signs that crocodiles had 
already started feeding so he needed to be careful 

when wading into the river to pull the cub for exam-
ination.  As Flo measured, recorded and photo-
graphed the body, he noticed a few interesting fea-

tures. First, this was a young male. Though initially 
we suspected that he was part of Shishatiya’s 
pride, upon further investigation we believe that he 

was a member of a group of 5 juvenile males that 
had dispersed from Duba Plains.  His body was still 
growing and the characteristic brown rosettes that 

young lions have still remain. Besides the bite 
marks from the crocodiles, the lion had a clear bullet wound through the shoulder which was the cause of death, but in addi-
tion he had a large incision in his chest where his heart was removed. We have heard of black market use for claws, teeth 

and genitalia of lions.  Skins may have ceremonial uses, however we have never encountered the removal of a heart before. 
We suspect that the lion was killed because of livestock conflict and his heart was removed for the local “muti” (pronounced 
“mootee”; traditional healing/ taboo) market.  We will provide updates on our website as we learn more about this case. 
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Leopards and Lions Listed for Added Protection 
In October, the Convention for Migratory Species (CMS) met in Manilla, Philippines to discuss a variety of issues including 
the listing of leopards, lions and giraffe for additional protection. The CMS is an international agreement that came into force 
in 1983 to generate international cooperation for protect species that routinely move across international boundaries. In the 

early years migratory birds and plains game were listed under either Appendix I or II based on their status. Though leopards 
and lions don’t fit the typical definition of a migratory species, the CMS has adopted a broader definition that allows the inclu-

sion of species that cross international boundaries in their routine movements.  With decreasing ranges, both leopards and 
lions increasingly live in protected areas along unfenced, international borders.  Their typical territorial movements qualify 
them as a migratory species under this unique definition. To support this effort to list the leopard, Dr. Andrew Stein was invit-

ed to write a letter in support of the listing. His statement was read by the Kenyan delegation along with the supporting docu-
ments from a variety of experts. At the end of the convention leopards, lions and giraffe were added to Appendix II of the 
convention which facilitates international collaboration in the conservation of these species in the face tremendous pressure 

throughout their range. We were honored to lend our voice to this critical effort! 

Dr. Weise retrieving the carcass from the river 
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We need your help! 
Your support keeps 
us going. 

CLAWS Conservancy is a 

registered 501(c)(3) non-profit 

organization. Our programs 

are dependent upon support 

from grants and donors. 

We are in need of an    

additional field vehicle for 

community outreach ($5,000)- 

every donation helps toward 

our goal. Thank you! 

Please follow our programs 

and help support our work at: 

CLICK HERE to DONATE 

CLAWS Conservancy           

32 Pine Tree Drive           

Worcester, MA 01609 

andrewstein@clawsconservancy.org 

Cat on the Apotropaic Wands 
We received another request from colleagues studying ancient Egyptian artifacts. This time, 
we were to look at several apotropaic “wands” to determine the species- leopard, cheetah or 
lion. These curved, ivory wands gained popularity in the Middle Kingdom (1550-1069 BC) with 

carvings of fearsome creatures that ward off evil spirits particularly around newborn babies. 
Many of these wands are quite old and fragile, so the etchings themselves can be very difficult 
to interpret. Some have spots, while others don’t. Some cleary have characteristic cheetah 

“tear marks” while others have the hint of them. Was that artistic license or was this an inter-
pretation of another cat? Another piece shows a cat rearing up and attacking a person- was 
this a leopard or a cheetah? Each cat holds a different cultural significance, so it is important to 

understand the artists intention. Dr. Stein reviewed 20 items to determine to the best of his 
ability what the individual cats were. Researcher Malwina Brachmanska, a PhD student of  
Archaelogy from Poland, provided the photos and had suspected that many of the wands 

showed a leopard head on the end, but it appears that many are actually cheetah. This could 
be accidental as many peo-
ple today still confuse the 

two cats. Also, depending 
on the geographic region 
as the cheetah or “panther 

of the north” may represent 
the north while the leopard 
or “panther of the south” 

may have signified south-
ern Egypt. 

Cat Conservation Summit 

In September, hundreds of international cat experts descended upon Jackson 

Hole Wyoming for the Cat Conservation Summit. This event was established to 

kick off the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival, blending the scientific communi-

ty with the great story tellers in film. Dr. Andrew Stein was invited to present the 

work of CLAWS on the panel for ‘Conflict to Coexistence’ (photo credit: Jan 

Vertefeuille) . He gave a global overview of the challenges facing cats before 

highlighting many of the early successes we’ve achieved in our corner of North-

ern Botswana.  The meeting has led to several budding collaborations! 

Would you like to hear more about CLAWS programs from our founder? Dr. 
Andrew Stein is available to speak at events. His signature talks include“Pride 

in Our Prides: Can a Story Save the African Lion?” and “Wisdom of the Wild: 
What Wild Animals Can Teach Us About Leadership, Communication and 
Teamwork”.  Andrew has shared his captivating experiences from the field at a 

variety of venues including prep schools, the Jackson Hole Wildlife Film Festival 
and National Geographic Headquarters (Photo credit: Ian Foulk).      

Contact Andrew directly to book him for 2018! 

Thank you for your Support! 
We run on funding from private donors and the following organizations:     

National Geographic’s Big Cat Initiative, WWF Netherlands INNO, SPOTS Foundation,          
Experiment.com, Wild Cat Education and Conservation Fund.  
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